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Jo Richardson Community School,
Dagenham
Completion Date 2005
Contract Value £29m
Client Bouygues UK / London Borough of
Barking & Dagenham

Jo Richardson Community School is a new 1500
pupil secondary school in Castle Green,
Dagenham. Designed and constructed by
Bouygues UK for the London Borough of
Barking & Dagenham, it was procured as part of
a PFI arrangement that also included significant
remodeling and extensions to the existing
Eastbury Comprehensive School in Barking.

Located on the edge of the Thames Gateway,
these large schools form a significant part of the
Borough’s strategy for urban renewal. Design
excellence was explicit in the specification, with
the schools required to be both inspirational and
aspirational, providing quality learning
environments that would help to raise
performance and educational expectations. They
address two important objectives; the delivery
of a new pedagogy and the provision of cultural,
leisure, health and learning resources for the
wider community.

In accordance with central government
initiatives, the Local Authority's brief was for ‘full
service, extended’ schools, providing a range of
activities and services during and beyond the
school day that would help meet the needs of
pupils, their families and the wider community.
Both schools are therefore carefully planned to

be both welcoming and secure, allowing
extensive community access while at the same
time ensuring a controlled and protective
learning environment.

At Castle Green, Jo Richardson Community
School forms part of an integrated community
facility designed to augment and extend the
existing services already available in the area. As
well as the school facilities, separate funding
provided additional sports and performing arts
accommodation, a public library, a nursery,
crèche, Adult Education, ICT and community
police service. There is also additional provision
for vocational courses including engineering,
plumbing, electrical installation, painting and
decorating, catering and hospitality. The
combined public and school library is located in a
prominent position, directly above the main
public entrance, where it enjoys uninterrupted
views across public playing fields. Here it acts as
a ‘beacon’ for learning within the community,
clearly identifiable and visible from a distance.

The internal arrangement of the new Jo
Richardson Community School is clear, legible
and welcoming. It is centred on a triple height,
internal ‘street’ containing the main dining and
social spaces. 

01 Main ‘Castle Green’ 
community entrance

02 Internal dining ‘street’
03 Community café
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Total Area : 17900sqm GIA
Procurement Type : Design and Build
Local Authority : London Borough of Barking and Dagenham

Flooded with daylight, this space provides the
primary circulation spine and direct access to all
parts of the building. Conceived as the heart of
the school, the internal street also provides an
important display space, a ‘shop window’ where
school and community meet. 

The new school buildings have also been
designed to meet the specific requirements of
Barking and Dagenham’s innovative pedagogical
approach.  This system of teaching, developed
by the Local Authority from continental models,
has already delivered remarkable improvements
in attainment at all levels of ability.  The model
involves interactive whole-class teaching for
which a ‘horseshoe’ arrangement is required,
allowing direct interaction between students, as
well as with the teacher. 

This arrangement results in larger than average
classrooms that also provide flexibility for group
work. In accordance with the Local Authority’s
vision, long-term adaptability is provided not by
way of lightweight partitions and moveable walls
but by generous space standards, robust
construction and a clear planning hierarchy that
allows for future expansion.

01 Main pupil entrance
02 Configuration of internal spaces
03 Internal dining ‘street’ 
04 U-shaped classroom layout
05 Front elevation
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