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Monksbrook Estate Masterplan 
Completion Summer 2014 (Phase I) 2016 
(Phase 2)  
Contract Value £16.6m 
Client First Wessex Housing Association / 
Barratt Homes

The Monksbrook Estate project is a phased 
regeneration programme, replacing an estate 
of 164 outmoded houses with 237 mixed 
tenure new homes for First Wessex Housing 
Association.

Key to this process was the development 
of a masterplan that provided increased 
density whist providing a new public realm to 
improve and integrate the new estate into it’s 
surroundings.  

The public realm is an essential element in 
the success of any housing scheme. It is the 
streets and spaces that are the backdrop to 
everyday life, providing attractive, safe spaces 
for children to play, residents to meet and 
fostering a sense of community. It extends 
beyond the site boundary, seamlessly knitting 
the new scheme into the wider urban fabric – 
spatially, socially and economically. The series 
of terraces echo the Victorian streets that 
adjoin the site to the south, whilst the network 
of mews and green spaces allow good 
pedestrian permeability through the scheme 
to neighbouring shops and services.

Previously, the site consisted of a grid of 
1960’s maisonette blocks, surrounded by open 
greenspace that had been the focus for anti 
social activity over a number of years. This was 
arranged around a road network that created 
rat-runs across the area, but provided very 
little parking. There are also several utilities 
constraints on site, including a rising main that 
cuts through the centre of the scheme.

The masterplan overcomes these constraints 
by reducing the road network to a few well-
designed roads that give access to ‘parking 
mews’, which in turn provide pedestrian 
access to a central linear park. The new 
terraces are arranged to retain existing mature 
trees, which provide a sense of scale and 
green structure. The terraces provide a range 
of house types to satisfy local need. 

Ultimately, the masterplan approach has 
provided a phased strategy for overcoming 
all the site constraints, it has increased 
density, improved connections with the wider 
townscape, and provided a real sense of place 
in pleasant new streets and spaces.
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Total Area : 18,093m2 
Procurement Type : Design & Build 
Local Authority : First Wessex Homes / Eastleigh Borough Council 
Planning Approved : 21st March 2012 
Construction Timescale : 2008 - 2016 
 
Contractor : Barrats David Wilson Homes 
Structural Engineer : Escher Silverman 
M & E Engineer : Escher Silverman 
Landscape Architect : Fabrik
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